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REMARKS 

I. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-5 and 11-23 are canceled, as these claims are withdrawn from consideration. 
Rejected claims 6, 7 and 9 are canceled. 

"Objected to" claims 8 and 10 are amended to be in independent form, and thereby be 
allowable. 

New claims 24-39 are added. Generally, claims 24 and 25 are similar, respectively, to 
claims 8 and 10, written without means-plus-function language. 

New claim 26 is similar to claim 8. New claims 29 and 34 are similar to claim 26, written 
in means-pius function and method form, respectively. 

New claim 30 is similar to claim 10. New claims 33 and 37 are similar to claim 30, 
written in means-plus function and method form, respectively. 

Support for the new claims is found, for example, on page 6, line 30, through page 18, 
line 7, of the specification. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that claims 8, 10 and 24-39 are the only 
pending claims, and are allowable. 

II. CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the application is in condition for 
allowance, and a Notice of Allowance is earnestly solicited. 

If any further fees are required in connection with the filing of this response, please 
charge such fees to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

Respectfully submitted, 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 
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VERSION TO SHOW MARKINGS: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please CANCEL claims 1-5 and 11-23, without prejudice or disclaimer, as these claims 
are withdrawn from consideration. 

Moreover, please CANCEL claims 6, 7 and 9, without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please AMEND the claims and ADD new claims as indicated below: 



1. 


(CANCELED) 


2. 


(CANCELED) 


3. 


(CANCELED) 


4. 


(CANCELED) 


5. 


(CANCELED) 


6. 


(CANCELED) 


7. 


(CANCELED) 



8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An optical communication apparatus [according to 
claim 6,] comprising: 

optical modulating means for modulating input light in accordance with a modulation 
signal to be transmitted: and 

regulating means for regulating the intensity of light which is transmitted through an 
optical transmission line from said optical modulation means, wherein said regulating means is 
an optical attenuating means for attenuating the intensity of light entered to an input port of said 
optical modulating means in accordance with the intensity of said modulation signal. 

9. (CANCELED) 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An optical communication apparatus [according to 
claim 6,] comprising: 

optical modulating means for modulating input light in accordance with a modulation 
signal to be transmitted: and 

regulating means for regulating the intensity of light which is transmitted through an optical 
transmission line from said optical modulation means, wherein said regulating means is an 
optical attenuating means for attenuating the intensity of light exit from an output port of said 
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optical modulating means in accordance with the intensity of said modulation signal. 



11. 


(CANCELED) 


12. 


(CANCELED) 


13. 


(CANCELED) 


14. 


(CANCELED) 


15. 


(CANCELED) 


16. 


(CANCELED) 


17. 


(CANCELED) 


18. 


(CANCELED) 


19. 


(CANCELED) 


20. 


(CANCELED) 


21. 


(CANCELED) 


22. 


(CANCELED) 


23. 


(CANCELED) 



Please ADD the following NEW claims: 

24. (NEW) An optical communication apparatus comprising: 

an optical modulator modulating input light in accordance with a modulation signal to be 
transmitted; and 

a regulator regulating intensity of light which is transmitted through an optical 
transmission line from the optical modulator, wherein the regulator is an optical attenuator 
attenuating intensity of light entered to an input port of the optical modulator in accordance with 
intensity of the modulation signal. 

25. (NEW) An optical communication apparatus comprising: 

an optical modulator modulating input light in accordance with a modulation signal to be 
transmitted; and 

a regulator regulating intensity of light which is transmitted through an optical 
transmission line from the optical modulator, wherein the regulator is an optical attenuator 
attenuating intensity of light exited from an output port of the optical modulator in accordance 
with intensity of the modulation signal. 
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26. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

an optical modulator modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation signal; 

and 

an attenuator attenuating intensity of the input light in accordance with intensity of the 
modulation signal. 

27. (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 26, wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, the attenuator attenuates the intensity of the 
input light so that ASE is not output from the modulator. 

28. (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 26, wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, the attenuator attenuates the intensity of the 
input light so that unmodulated input light is not output from the modulator, 

29. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

an optical modulator modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation signal; 

and 

means for attenuating intensity of the input light in accordance with intensity of the 
modulation signal. 

30. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

an optical modulator modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation signal, to 
thereby output a modulated light; and 

an attenuator attenuating intensity of the modulated light output from the optical 
modulator in accordance with intensity of the modulation signal. 

31 . (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 30, wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, the attenuator attenuates the intensity of the 
modulated output light so that ASE is not output from the modulator to a downstream 
transmission line. 

32. (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 30, wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, the attenuator attenuates the intensity of the 
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modulated output light so that unmodulated input light is not output from the modulator to a 
downstream transmission line. 

33. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

an optical modulator modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation signal, to 
thereby output a modulated light; and 

means for attenuating intensity of the modulated light output from the optical modulator 
in accordance with intensity of the modulation signal. 

34. (NEW) A method comprising: 

optically modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation signal; and 
attenuating intensity of the input light in accordance with intensity of the modulation 

signal. 

35. (NEW) A method as in claim 34, wherein, when the intensity of the modulation 
signal is below a predetermined level, said attenuating attenuates the intensity of the input light 
so that ASE is not output from said optically modulating. 

36. (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 34, wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, said attenuating attenuates the intensity of 
the input light so that unmodulated input light is not output from said optically modulating, 

37. (NEW) A method comprising: 

optically modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation signal, to thereby 
output a modulated light; and 

attenuating intensity of the modulated light output from said optical modulating in 
accordance with intensity of the modulation signal. 

38. (NEW) A method as in claim 37, wherein, when the intensity of the modulation 
signal is below a predetermined level, said attenuating attenuates the intensity of the modulated 
output light so that ASE is not output from said optically modulating to a downstream 
transmission line. 



10 



Serial No. 09/495,715 



39. (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 37, wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, said attenuating attenuates the intensity of 
the modulated output light so that unmodulated input light is not output from said optically 
modulating to a downstream transmission line. 
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